[bookmark: _GoBack]10th Grade: British Literature (two semesters)

Theme (Big Idea): The Common Good

		15-18 students 	

Sequence:   Except for summer reading, chronological
Questions:  How are societies built? What makes them prosper? What makes them fall? 
Objectives: To build collaboration and empathy
To trace the development of power hierarchies (within a society and through       conquest of others / colonialism)
To follow the development of the English language as it mirrors culture(s)
 To further critical thinking; close reading; strong writing skills (voice, articulate reasoning, thoughtful exploration, diction, syntax, organization, mechanics)  

Texts:
Golding = Lord of Flies = summer reading


Chaucer = Canterbury Tales 

Shakespeare = The Tempest

Shelley = Frankenstein

	Romantic poetry (19th century)

Conrad = Heart of Darkness

Achebe = Things Fall Apart

Huxley or Orwell = Brave New World or 1984

Modern Poetry  (20th and 21st century) = in class during independent project 

Independent, individual Project for final celebration/presentation


Length of Units (divide up year, w/ calendar, allowing more time than you may need):

	Example: Lord of Flies: two weeks; Tempest = 3 wks; Frankenstein = 4 wks
		     Weave in grammar and vocabulary, field trips




Unit Plans:

	Put in easy things first (vocabulary and grammar days); school events, holidays

	Then the books with activities and outcomes

Example: Lord of The Flies

		
Day 1: Reading Quiz and broad discussion (context). Hand out essay topics 
Day 2: More focused discussion on themes, setting, plot
Day 3:  Discussion of characters: motives and choices, as well as how they are created
Day 4: Grammar and vocab
Day 5: Final discussion day = symbols 

Day 6: Small Groups = begin constructing a society (laws and regs): what would you do?
Day 7: Small Groups = division of labor and goods; structure of society (leaders, etc.)
Day 8: Small Groups = rituals. Then groups report out and hand in notes
Day 9: Grammar and vocab.
Day 10: Peer review of essay drafts

Day 11: Essays due and we’re moving on

Purpose of small group project is to underscore complexity of forming a social group that can endure and grow. See larger objectives. These are ideas and questions that will echo throughout year.
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