Observation Alternative: The Student’s Experience of a Full or Partial School Day

This observation may be done at any point IN PLACE OF one of the four standard observations. The amount of time you spend observing a student during the course of a school day will count toward your total of ten hours.

Name: 
Date:
School:
Grade Level and Subjects by Period:
Number of hours:

Purpose: To observe and analyze the experience and perceptions of a student moving through the school day.

Directions: Spend as many hours as possible specifically observing different classrooms from a student’s point of view, noting the pace and rhythm of the each class as well as the transition from one to another and the behavioral expectations and culture in each class.

Observation Notes: Write a narrative account of your day or partial day. You may take notes during the classes, but please be unobtrusive about doing so.

Interview: At the end spend a few minutes talking with the student you have shadowed about her or his response to the school day. What is working and what isn’t – and why or why not? What changes would he or she propose to improve the learning experience?

Reflection: Reflect on your own experience of the school day. What is working and what isn’t – and why or why not? What changes would you propose to improve the learning experience?












[bookmark: _GoBack]Note: The number of hours you are able to spend on this observation will determine how many of the four standard observations you will need to do. You may choose from among them those that you think will serve you best. 
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