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I. Context and Community for Curriculum Unit

For current teachers:

I am Lisa Fisher, an English teacher at Santa Fe Prep School. The curriculum unit I am proposing to teach is for my 10th grade British Literature class, which meets five days a week for fifty minutes. 

In this class I have eighteen students, a good mix of boys and girls aged fifteen or sixteen. We have one foreign student from South Korea. The ethnic composition of the class is predominantly white, with two Native students from Pojoaque and Santa Clara. 

The classroom is big, bright, and airy, with large windows on the south wall. I have a projector hooked up to a laptop and lots of white-board space. The students sit in a rectangle of tables, thus all facing one another, and I sit among them. Seats are not assigned (or not yet). The tables can be rearranged into various configurations for different projects and activities.


II. Curriculum Content (a week, a month, a quarter, a semester, or a year)

The following are my plans and goals for this course for the year. 

Central theme: The Common Good (No man is an island)  
Questions:        How are societies built? 
             What makes them prosper? 
 What makes them fail? 
Objectives:       Build collaboration and empathy
 Track the development of power hierarchies (within a society and
          	through conquest of others / colonialism
 Follow the development of the English language as it mirrors 
Culture(s)
 Further critical thinking; close reading; strong writing skills 
(voice, articulate reasoning, thoughtful exploration, diction, syntax, organization, mechanics)   

These are ideas and questions that will echo throughout year.





III. Curriculum Unit

The unit I am proposing is for Lord of the Flies, the first book of the year. It is intended to be a two-week unit. The first week (after an opening reading quiz) is an analysis of the story and characters focused on discussions of the society that the boys on the island form and why it falls apart. The second week is putting into practice the analytical thinking the students have done in connection with the book. They will be working in small groups to create their own societies. The purpose of small group project is to underscore complexity of forming a social group that can endure and grow. 

I expect each of the societies these small groups will create will be very different; thus by definition this project is multicultural. We will discuss the substance of and reasoning behind these differences when the students present them. 

The intended outcomes are a good understanding of Lord of the Flies and of the applicability of the issues he addresses to the students’ lives.

The essay topics assigned will reinforce the students’ work on Lord of the Flies. 

The discussion and small-group work are the formative assessments.
The reading quiz and essay are the summative assessments.


IV. Process and Procedure of Teaching Curriculum Unit

I am going to create lesson plans for Week 2, the small-group project, a grammar day, and peer review of essay.

Day 1: Small Groups = begin constructing a society (laws and regs): what would you do?
Day 2: Small Groups = division of labor and goods; structure of society (leaders, etc.)
Day 3: Small Groups = rituals. Then groups report out and hand in notes
Day 4: Grammar and vocab.
Day 5: Peer review of essay drafts
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