Differentiate a Lesson Plan
EDUC 203 Departmental Assessment: Inclusion of Students with Special Needs in General Education

Background: Students who have been identified as needing special education services (through the pre-referral and referral process) have an individualized education program (IEP). The IEP is a document (developed by the special education teacher, general education teacher, special education related service providers, and parents) that specifies instructional strategies and supports that must be implemented in the classroom/school setting to support the student’s learning. As a general education teacher, you may have students in your class who have IEPs. The special education teacher who is the case manager for those students will provide you with a page from the IEP entitled “Instructional Accommodations and/or Modifications” (as referenced in the NM Public Education Department/ Special Education IEP Form). This page has *accommodations
 and **modifications that will help the student be successful in your classroom.

 *An accommodation is any change made by someone to assist the student. Examples include: giving extra time to complete an assignment; seating the student near the teacher; providing an extra desk to help organize work space.

**A modification is any change made to the presentation of materials or performance of a task. Examples include: giving fewer math problems to complete than the other students because of difficulty with writing; using audio books instead of print; requiring fewer details be memorized and focusing on the main concepts. 

Assignment:
1 Below are descriptions of students with special needs at different grade levels with a list modifications and/or adaptations as identified for that student in the IEP. Select a student based on the level (elementary, mid-school or high school) you are interested in teaching. Read the student description and accommodations/modifications.

2 Choose one of your two lesson plans or use one provided herewith.

3 Reread/reflect on how you will teach the lesson to your classroom of students. Then think about how you will include the student with special needs in the lesson so s/he can be successful.

4 For each component of the lesson plan (e.g., asking an essential question; anticipatory set; instruction; closure; assessment), explain how you would include/instruct/support the student with special needs based on the identified modifications/adaptations. There will be components of the lesson that require doing things differently in order to include the student with special needs. There may also be components of the lesson in which the student with special needs can interact and perform in the same manner as the rest of the students.

MODEL

Complete this assignment using the following format: Name, Subject/Level, Lesson

Lisa Fisher—English 9—Lord of the Flies Lesson 1—50 minutes

Learning Objectives: Identify the Topic and Objective and CCSS

· Students will be able to develop three principles and three laws governing their utopia
· Students will be able to work cooperatively to create strategies for surviving the first 3 days
· Students will be able to show how their strategies differ from those in Lord of the Flies
· Students will be able to articulate the content and motivation for their decisions (what, why)


Anticipatory Set: What will you do? What will you do to successfully include the student with special needs?

You are stranded on an awesome, beauteous island with your group of five, and you must figure out how to survive in this new environment. We’ll assume there are source of food and drink available, that the climate is not extremely hot or cold, and that you are yourselves. Today, figure out your governing principles and laws, as well as strategies for surviving the first three days, and a clear understanding of how these strategies are different from the ones the boys in Lord of The Flies choose. All of the decisions should be recorded in writing by one student (volunteer or elected) on these forms.


Teacher Instruction and Student Practice– Step by Step Procedures: How will you teach the lesson? What will you do to successfully include the student with special needs?

1.  Divide students in to groups of five and locate them in separate places in the room.
2.  Go over handout and discuss/define vocabulary to be learned
3.  Students working in small groups on their utopias and recording their decisions


Michael will be given the choice to join a group or work by himself, but I will encourage him to try the former. The group will be asked to find Michael a role that gives him space and independence (such as recording on computer the group’s decisions). If the room gets too noisy for him, I will allow his group to work outdoors (visible to classroom) or in a nearby vacant room). I will check in with this group often to see how things are going and if any problems develop, I will give Michael the chance to opt-out of group work, perhaps stay with me as my assistant while I make my rounds of various groups or perhaps make his very own island with its own laws—whichever he prefers.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Assessment: How will student learning be assessed? How will the student with special needs be assessed?

Formative assessment is ongoing throughout the class period as the teacher observes students at work. At the end, a few minutes will be dedicated to asking students what part(s) of today’s project was most difficult, which most easy. The expectation is that responses will vary among groups, revealing to the students and teacher how differently each set of students approaches cooperative work and problem-solving.

Michael will be invited to offer a verbal response in class, but he is also welcome to type it on the computer and email it to me, if he prefers. 



Closure: What will closure be for this lesson? How will the student with special needs be included?


Today you got a good start on managing your small island society. Tomorrow we’ll go on to look at different roles each of you will play in maintaining the welfare of all five, how you’ll handle disputes that arise, and how you will to find your way back to civilization (if you wish to).

No special accommodation required for Michael


NOTE: This is a 9th grade class at the beginning of the year. The other students may or may not know Michael; thus, the situation is more difficult than it will be later when everyone is used to his needs and accommodations. 
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